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or A YOUNG 


MEMBER of PARLIAMENT: 
8 


HIS Opeſtion has, in my Appre- 
T henſion, been already very fully 
| ſpoke to, by my worthy Friend, 
who ſpoke laſt jn this Debate ; and chere 
fore, Sir, I ſhall be able to add very little 
new Matter to what he has ſaid : But, in 
what I ſhall take the Liberty to offer to 
the Conſideration of the Houfe, I ſhall 
endeayour to- confine myſelf to ſuch Ob- 
ſervations, as are more particularly ap- 
plicable to this Kingdom ; becauſe, I ap- 
prehend, that the Operation of the Law, 
now under your Conſideration, will affect 
this Country, from the Circumſtances pe- 
culiar to it, in a Manner very different 
from that, wherein the neighbouring 
Country! is affected by ſuch a Law, which 
now is, and for ſeveral Years has been, of 
force therein. 


AF Sir, 
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Sir, I apprehend, that in all Caſes, the 
only true Method of judging, whether a 
Bill brought into this Houſe, ought to be 
paſſed into a Law, or not, is to conſider, 
What may be the various Effects, which 
the propoſed Law will have, and in what 
Manner it will operate upon the real, 
material Intereſt and well-being of the 
Community ; that, by weighing the Ad- 
vantages which are expected to be gained 
by the new Law, againſt the Miſchiefs 
and Inconveniencies that it will introduce, 
we may determine coolly, Whether it be 
better for the Public in general, to make 
the change propoſed by the new Law, or 
to lea ve Matters as they are. 
Sir, having laid down the Rule, whereby I 
' propoſe to examine and judge of the Law 
now before us ; I ſhall beg leave, ſhortly to 
conſider a few Particulars, relative to the 
State of the ManufaQtures and Agriculture 
of this Kingdom, as, in my Apprehenſion, 
the Law now under your Conſideration 
muſt have a great Effect upon both. Sir, 
I apprehend, that the moſt uſeful and eſ- 
ſential Members of Society, and moſt de- 
ſerving of the public Attention, are Huſ- 
bandmen and Manufacturers. The In- 
duſtry of theſe Claſſes of Men is the very 


Foun- 
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Posmidstion of the Wealth and Proſperity : 


5 ö every Country; and, Sir, it is the real 


Deſire that I have to encourage theſe uſe- 
ful Members of Society, as well as to 
protect and defend them, from every Im- 
pediment that can be thrown in the Way 
of their Improvement, on which alone the 
Improvement of the Kingdom depends, 
that has principally moved me to conſider 
the Conſequences of introducing the Law 
propoſed into this Country. 

Sir, it is but too well known, that the 
Huſbandry of Ireland, is in a very low 
and unimproved Condition; and the ſame 
may be ſaid of all our great Manufactures, 
the Linen excepted, and the improved 
State of that important Manufacture, is 
limited to but a ſmall Part of the King- 
dom; but, Sir, all our Manufactures taken 
together, when compared with thoſe of the 
neighbouring Country, will appear but a 
very inconſiderable Object, and the Condi- 
tion of them but very weak and imperfect, 
and by no Means able to bear up againſt 
the Diſadvantages of this Law. | 

For, Sir, every Gentleman knows, that 
Wealth alone can give Vigour and Extent, 
both to our Agriculture and Manufactures ; 
and, Sir, it is equally evident, that it is 

Induſtry 
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Induftry and Care alone, with the Afiſt. 
ance of the Merchant Exporter, that can 


bring Wealth into any Country. It is 


theſe Conſiderations, Sir, that induce me 


to ſpeak againſt this Bill; for almoſt every 


Argument that has weighed with me in 


the Conſideration of this Queſtion, is 


grounded entirely upon the neceſſary Ef- 
fect, that the introducing this Law. muſt 
have upon the principal Part of our Manu- 
facturers. Sir, in a Country circumſtanced 
as ours is (which I have ſhortly hinted at) 


the introduoing any temptation to Idleneſs, 


Neglect, Drunkenneſs, or Diffipation, is 
the moſt dangerous, becauſe the moſt in- 
curable Wound, that can be given the 


preſent languid State of its Manufactures 


and Huſbandry, as well as one of the 
moſt unſurmountable Stops, that can be 
put to the Progreſs of both; and conſe- 
quently to the real Proſperity of this King- 
dom : If, Sir, there was no other Reaſon 


but this one, againſt this Law, I ſhould 


certainly vote againſt it, more eſpecially 
as I do not ſee any one good Effect, that 
can follow to this Kingdom particularly, 
from the paſſing it ; for, I hope to be able 


to-ſhew you, bakers I. conclude, that the 


pon Security of the Liberty of the 
| People 
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People, ariſing from it, cannot be aided 
by this Law, in this Country. 
Sir, the next Reaſon that I: am againſt 
this Bill, ariſes from a Proceeding upon 
our late general Election, and: which is 
as peculiar to this Kingdom, as it is dan- 
gerous to it; and though my worthy. Friend 
has touched upon it, yet, in my Appre- 
henſion, it deſerves to be much more fully 
| ſpoke to. The Proceeding I mean, Sir, 
is the impoſing Conditions, exacting Pro- 
miſes by the Electors from Candidates, 
and Candidates voluntarily. promiſing to 
vote for this very Bill, upon Condition of 
being choſen to ſerve in Parliament: I ſay, 
Sir, this Proceeding, and the Doctrine 
grounded thereon, that Electors. have a 
legal Right, to impoſe upon, and exact 
ſuch Engagements from Candidates, if it 
ſhould now paſs away, without receiving, 
in a moſt emphatical and explidit Manner, 
not only the Diſapprobation, but, as far as 
may be, the Cenſure of this Houſe; I make 
not the leaſt Doubt, but from this ſingle 
Cauſe (if it be permitted to take effect) in 
future Times, the abſolute and total Ruin 
of the Conſtitution muſt neceſſarily follow. 
Sir, in order to ſhew this, I ſhall take 
| the en to lay it down as a Principle, 


that 
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that the Power delegated by the EleQtors 
to the Repreſentatives, is not only to 
deliberate: upon, and judge of what In- 
ſtructions or Informations the Repreſenta- 
tive may receive, from his particular con- 
ſtituents; but alſo to deliberate upon, and 
judge of whatever may be offered in Par- 
liament, for or againſt the Meaſures, which 
his particular Conſtituents may ſuggeſt, 
and upon the Whole, to vote for what 
appears to him, to be for the general Good 
of the Kingdom; and the Member is bound 
to give his Vote according to his own 


Judgment, formed upon the Matter, as it 


ſhall appear to him to operate upon 5 
whole Kingdom in General; and is not 
bound, nor ought he to give his Vote ac- ac- 
cording to the Inſtructions. of his Conſti- 
tuents, unleſs. ſuch Inſtructions appear to 
the Members own Judgment, to be for the 
general Good of the Kingdom, without 


any Regard being had, how it may affect 


the particular Burrow, or Wan n 

ſented by ſuch Member. Ou s 50) 
Sir, I apprehend I have truly laid * 

the Power, delegated to every Member 


of this Houſe ; becauſe, any Power, leſs 


than a Power to deliberate and judge for 
the whale Kingdom, after confidering the 
particular 


. * 
particular Intereſts of the Parts, would 


not conſtitute a Member of Parliament, 
according to the Conſtitution of this King- 
dom. If, Sir, IJ have truly ſtated the con- 
ſtitutional Power of a Member of Parlia- 
liament, I beg leave to ſay, any Condition 
impoſed upon, or Promiſe exacted from, 
any Member of this Houſe, upon his 
Election, is abſolutely null and void in it- 
ſelf; becauſe every ſuch Condition, Limi- 
cation, and Promiſe is totally inconſiſtent 
with, and contradias, the very Power 
granted, and by the Conſtitution intended 
to be granted, at the very Time of the 
Election: For, the arbitrary Will of the 
1 alone, cannot alter the Conſtitution. 

And, Sir, it is abſurd to ſay, that the 
Electors meant to make a Repreſentative 
with leſs powers, than, by the Conftitution, 
every Repreſentative muſt have, or, Sir, 
we can be no Parliament; for an Aſſembly 
of People, with leſs Pownce than I have 
laid down, may be an Aſſembly of Dutch 
Deputies, but they are no Parliament. 
- And, therefore, Sir, I ſay, all fuch Promiſes, 
Limitations, and Conditions, are totally 
and conſtitutionally yoid ; being incon- 
fiſtent with, and contrary to the mis os 
tutional Power of Parliaments. 
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If, Sir, I have proved (and I flatter my 
felf that I have) that all Promiſes exacted 
from, all Conditions impoſed upon, and 
all Promiſes made by Candidates, are 
contrary to the Conſtitution, becauſe 
inconſiſtent with it; I do not appre- 
hend, that it will require many Ar- 
guments, to prevail upon Gentlemen to 
put an effectual Stop, if poſſible, to ſuch 
Attempts for the Future. I ſhall not take 
upon me to ſay. who was the miſtaken 
Man, that firſt contrived raſhly to propa- 
gate this Doctrine; but, Sir, it is a Doc- 
trine ſo fundamentally ſubverſive of the 
Conſtitution, that in Charity to the In- 
ventor of it, 1 muſt ſuppoſe he either did 
not underſtand, or did not perceive, the 
pernicious Conſequences of it; for ſurely, - 
Sir, if he had, there is no Man abandon- 
ed enough, for his own private Ambition, 
ſo entirely to Ane the very Efſence of 
Parliament. VV 

Sir, there is one Inſtance of the Effects of 
this unconſtitutional pernicious Doctrine, 
that I cannot paſs by without ſome No- 
' tice : ; altho' it be with real. grief of Heart. 
Sir, it gives me, and I believe it muſt give 
every thinking Man, very ſenſible Con- 
6 ben he recalieds with what Ardour | 
. 8 | 5 "ou 
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this Doctrine was embraced, and the Pro- 
ceedingthereonexecuted, by the youngGen= 
tlemen in the Univerſity. Sir, the want of 
Confideration natural to their time of Life, 
the Fire of their Imaginations, and want of 
Experience, plead their Excuſe. But, Sir, 
at the ſame Time, the Effect this Doctrine 
has had in that Place, makes it by ſo much 
the more alarming, as it is the Fountain, 
dut of which the Members of this Houſe 
muſt be ſupplied, when the preſent Mem- 
bers of it ſhall paſs away. And, therefore, 
it is highly incumbent upon this Houſe, 
to diſcuſs and explain this. —_— and, 

as far as t they have Pc 
— cenſure, any Attempt of the like Kind 
for the Future: Sir, I come, now to ap- 
ply what.Lhaye. taken the Liberty to offer, 
to ſuch; Members of this Houſe, as are 
under any Promiſe or Limitation. And, 
Sir, in my Opinion, every Man who votes 
for this Bill, in conſequence of ſuch a 
Promiſe, docs, as far as in him lies, vote 
for the Subyerſion, | of the conſtitutional 
Power of Parliament. Sir, Ido not doubt, 
- but ſome of the Candidates from whom 
ſuch Promiſes were exacted, might and 
did think, at the T. ime of making ſuch Pro- 
mile, that it was not. any Way inconſiſtent 
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with the conſtitutional Power of Parlia- 
ment. Vet, Sir, if what I have taken the 
Liberty to fay, touching this Power 
be true, it now clearly appears, that any 
ſuch Engagement is totally inconſiſtent 
therewith ; and therefore, every ſuch 
Member is more particularly bound to 
vote againſt this Bill; unleſs it really ap- 
pears to him to be a Bill, that will con- 
tribute to the Proſperity and Welfare of 
this Kingdom. But I muſt ſay, that altho 
he may vote for this Bill, from a Convic- 
tion of this Sort, yet, I muſt inſiſt u pon 
it, that no Promiſe exacted, or idly and 
unprovidently made, ought to determine 
him to vote for it, all ſuch Promiſes, and 
Engagements, being abſolutely unconſti- 
tutional. I ſay, Sir, he ought to pay no 
Regard to any fuch Promiſe, either un- 
neceſlarily given, or improperly exacted, it 
being a leſs Miſchief to depart from ſuch 
'a Promiſe than to perform it; becauſe, 
by adhering to it, he does, 4d far as in 
him lies, eſtabliſh. the Propriety of all 
| ſuch impoſed Promiſes, and fixes a Prece- 
dent for future Times to go by, in a Point 
totally inconſiſtent with the Conſtitutional 
Power of Parliament; than which there 
cannot be a greater Miſchief! And there 
1s 


I 

is i#owOentle ind? who hears me,” but muſt 
admit, that Arguments drawn from the 
greater Evil, in all public Matters, muſt, 
and ought for ever, to out-weigh, all Ara 
guments drawn from the leſſer; and there 
can be as little doubt, which is the greater 
Evil, to ſubvert any Part of the conſtitu- 
nal Power of Parliament, or depart from 
an illegal, and anti-conſtitutional Promiſe, 
which the People have no right to exact, 
nay, even ſuppoſing ſuch Promiſe to ave 
been voluntarily made. 

Sir, this very Doctrine, an Ps da 
gerous Conſequences, which appear to me 
neceſſarily to follow from it, is with me 
another. powerful Reaſon againſt this Bill. 

For, in my Apprehenſion, the rejecting this 
Bill, will be one of the moſt effectual Reme- 
dies, againſt the Eſtabliſnment of the evil Ef- 
fects of this Doctrine, by preventing the E- 
lectors, as far as poſſible, from having any 
Opportunity of making the like Attempt; 
becauſe, Sir, as my worthy Friend has al- 


ready hinted, there is no knowing, where 


the Electors will think themſelves bound 
to ſtop, if any ſudden Opportunity be 
given to them to go on. Sir, I am aware, 
that it: may objected, that ſeven Years are 
not to be called a ſudden Opportunity; 

: but, 
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but, Sir, all the Anſwer I ſhall give to that 
Objection, will be to put Gentlemen in 
mind of the Phrenzy which ſeized the 
People of this Metropolis in the Year 1 749, 
at the Inſtigation of a then ſuppoſed Par- 
liament Orator; and to recollect what has 
happened if ehe Year 1561; and, perhaps, 
when Gentlemen compare theſe two Pe- 
riods of Time, with their reſpective E- 
vents, they may be brought to think, that 
ſeven Vears will not be a ſufficient Time, 
for the deluded People to perceive the 
Miſehiefs, 1 em NEW | ws ne | 
Doctrine? 
Sir, I mould hade pulicd over this Period. 
in Silence, but that it appears to me, to 
have affected the Manufacturers of this 
City, in a moſt eſpecial: Manner. Sir, I 
cannot but lament, that the Metropolis of 
the Kingdom is the principal Seat of the 
Manufacturers thereof, when they are al- 
ready loaded, with the natural Diſadvan- 
tage of burning imported Fire, conſuming 
imported Malt, and, 91 many Times, rot 
eating imported Bread: For theſe Reaſons, 
J wiſh; our Manufacturers were: ſettled in 
the more internal Parts of the Country: 
But, Sir, let them be ſettled whereſoever 
| they may, it is our Duty, to protect and 
a guard 
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guard them from, inſtead of adlivg ; to 
their natural Diſadvantages, the Artificial, 


and greateſt of all Miſchiefs, the Idleneſs, 
Diſſipation, Caballing, and Intriguing in- 
_ cident to Elections. And, Sir, to prevent, 
as much as in me lies, this Miſchief to 
our Manufacturers, is another Reaſon why 
I am againſt this Bill. - 51 4811 bt 1 
Sir, there is but one Point. more, inn 
which 1 ſhall trouble the Houſe at this 
Time, and if Iam: right therein, and in 
the Conſequences which I have drawn 
from it in my own Mind, in my Appre- 
henſion, it takes away any Sort of an 
from this Bill, in this Country. 
Sir, the only Thing I have ever hood 
offered. in pn of This Bill, that ſeems. 
to me to be a ſolid Reaſon for it, is, that it 
ſecures the Liberty of the Subject; and I 
moſt readily. grant that to be one good 
Reaſon. But, Sir, in my Apprehenſion, 
we in this Country, do not ſtand in need 
of any ſuch Law to protect our Liberties. 
Becauſe, I take it for granted, that the 
Advocates for this Bill will readily call it, 
the Bulwark of the Liberties of the 
People of England; and, for Argument's 
Sake, I will grant it to be ſo. Now, Sir, 
it is chrtain, that this Country is ſo cloſely, 


and 
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und inſeparably connected — Ei- 
- Jand, that it is impoſſible for it ever 
to preſerve it's Liberty, one Hour after 
the Liberty of England is taken away: 


And, Sir, there is no Reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
that we ſhall ever loſe ours, whilſt that of 
England remains. The Conſequence of 
which is, that if this Law be of ſuch real 


Benefit to England, Ireland neceſſarily en- 


joys all the poſſible Advantage, which can 28 
flow: from it, without being expoſed, to 
any one of the Miſchiefs, or Inconvenien- 


Cies which attend it in that Kingdem; and, 


Sir, whatever the Advantages of it may be 
in England, it cannot be denied, but, that 


there are many Miſchieſs, and public In- 
conveniencies attending it there; every 


one of which we ſhall be freed bitte b by 
rejecting this Bill, and this, Sir, to me, is 


an unanſwerable Reaſon, why we ought to 


reject this Bill, for the doing of which, 1 
hall * —_— give” my Voice. SS 
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